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DECISION NOTICE
And

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

BOI\I{EVILLE QUARRIES, INC. DOVE CREEK QUARRY EXPAI{SION PROJECT
USDA, Forest Senice

Minidoke Ranger District' Sawtooth Netional Forest
Bor Elder County, Utah

T13N, R16W Sections 12,13' 14 Sqlt Lake City Base Meridian

Decision and Reasons for the Decision

Background

The purpose of this project is for locatable mineral (Oakley Stone) development under 36 CFR
228A folowing the Forest-wide Management Direction MGOOI) for Minetal and Geology
Resources in the Sawtooth laad and Resource lvlanagemc,nt Plan (July 2003) to *facilitate

orderly and environmentdly sorurd ocploration, development, and production of mineral atrd

enerry resources." Th€ analpis area fatts witn Mauagement Area 13 (RBft River Range) for
Shnrbland and Grassland l-andscapes. Ttis action is consistent with both Forest-wide and
lvtanagernsnl area goals and objeotives outlined in the Forest Plan. The environmcnal
assessmalt (EA) docurnents the analysis of 3 alternatives to meet tbis need.

Decision

Based upon my reviar of the altematives, I have decided to implement Alteruative 3- the
proposed action with vehicle restrictions, as dessibed in the EA on pages 2-1 and2-2.

Satellite quarry dwelopment, consurrent rectarnation of quarries and their access roads, new
road construction and oristing road mainteirance, mitigation and design criteria would be
implemented as described in pages 2-l to2-6 of the EA The following table displap specific
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irems to be

'Item.
ApDroitmte.-
Dirmrtiucr

Venical Cloud Qunrry
Developnent

1.42 ases Quarry developrnent with waste rock storage arca and

topaoil sslvase pile$
Sunshine East Quar4r

DcveloDment
3.18 acr€s Qrnrry dcvelopment wi6 wasre rock storage area and

toosoil salvaec tileg
Upper Quarry Rocl amarion 0.73 acres Quarry and apcess road rcclsmation

Dads Dream Qurry
Reclamation

L6 acres Quarry and access road reclamation

West Qrrarry Rccls$rstion Up to 2.74 acres Phased ouarrv and access road reclamsdon
Assurnpion of Rcclamation

Rcsponsibiliry for Existing
Intersbte Access Road

5365 linear feet Assumca rcclamation rcsportsibility f61 rvneuth6ri2d
Interstare Quarry Road constructed in 20O0

Sunshine East Access Road
Reopening

650 linegr ftet -
Rcopcn rcad pleviously reclsimed in 2000

New Road CorsEuction | 225 lincar feer New Roarl Consrucdon
Existing 2-t-ack Road

UPgade
225 lincar fcet Upgrade existing 2-nrck road
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Two new quarries would be dwelopd the Vertical Cloud and the Srurshine East Quanies. An
existing unauthoriz"6 glining road construsted by Irterstate Stone in 2000 will be taken over by

BonneJile Quarri*, Inc. and orher road work inelnding copstilction of new road and the

upgrading ofodsting 2-track would occur. Consurrcnt r€clamation of the Upper, Dad's Dream'

a"A Weriquaoies wo,.U also occur. At the end of the mine prcjcct, all access roads would be

reclaimed. The Main and Venical Cloud Quarry would be coqletely recontoured with waste

rock. The Sunshine East may not bo completely recontoured becsuse of the possibility that there

may not be enough waste rock generated to fill h the quarry hco. The opcrator would be

required to subnnit an additional reclamation bond to cover new disturbance outside ofthe
existing bonded disnxbance.

Rationalfor decision

I selecied Alternative 3 because it best meets the purpose and need for the proiect. It dlows
quarry dwelopment in the analysis area

The table below displays the project and how the atternatives cqmPare in moving rhe analpis
area towards Foject completion.

FS Disturtance
Proposed Action
Alleraativc I

AlErnatrvc 2 Cunent
Condition - No Action
Alternative

Alternativc 3 Propooed
Action Wirh Travcl
Restrictions

Total Distuftance FS 17.82 acree 10.5 acrcs 17.82 acres

Rordg 3.4,4 linee miles 2 linear miles 3.44 linear milcs

Qusrry Acres r3.r2 8.52 acreg 13.12

Concunens Reclamation l0 acres 0 ascs l0 acrcs

llaul Tripe From Main
QuarrylDav

2.1 I 2.r

Max. Haul Trips From
Vert Cloud ard
Sunshine East Per Dsy
MayJme

2.1 0 I

Max. Haul Tlips From
Vert Ooud rnd
Sunshine East Per Day
Iuly to End of Season

2.t 0 2.1

Other Altematives Considered

In addition to the selected alteroative, I considered two other alterrrative+ the ProPosed Astion
and the No Action Altemative. Under the No Action Alternative, the operaior would be

resticted to operations within currently distwbed areas. Besause of the mining regulations, lhe

No Action Alternative is Dot a viable altemative. Tha selecied alternative differcd from the

Proposed Action only by the haul ruck tavel restricrion within the Upper Dove Creek Restricted

OffRoad Area as defiacd in the Box Elder County Ordinance 222. A comparison of the

altematives can be forrnd in the EA on pages 2-2-

Public Involvement
As descnted in the eovironmental asscssmenl the need for rhis estion arose originally with the

submission of a plan of operations by Bouneville Quarries, Inc. in 1996, although quarrying
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operations had occr[red on the site since at least the 1960s rmder mineral material sale pcrmits'

scoping was iuirially done io rgg9. ne proposal has been listed on the sawtootlr National

Forest Schedule or Prnposed Actions sinie t-ggg. TUe proposat was a-pin provided to the public

and other agencies for comment druing scoping in f'Iovemter 2002' If, additior" 8s Part 9f.6e .

public involv.-"o, p-""ri ttt 
"-g*"i 

t"te3s* a ptess release in November 2002 describing the

proposed acrion. The pd;; *ft r"rt to A" poUiic again iJr Augusr 2003 for forrnal comsrent!

to meet rrpdatcd t stl"ddt go""*i"s Nodce,'Co-meit and Ap'peal procedures (36C-FR215)'

As a result of the new regrrla:tions, a litter waS Seot to eaCh PreviouS conmeutator noti$ing theU

of the changed rcgrfatiois ar,a oi'Oe p*aiog publication ofthe legal notice requestina

commenb. rgVithin th" 3Gd"y conment peri64 substantive commentsi wsE received from the

Utah EnvironmeoUf CongresS *a oorrooftt otiue comments were received from the Utatt

Division of Environmental Quality' Division of Ah Quality'

Using the comments fiom thc public, and state 9d county agencies, the interdisciplinary team

idmtffied seveml issues regafig th" effects of the proposed action.-Jvfain issues of concem

inaluded wildlife habitai f,va*rogic and soil stabilii' "bn*' 
and livestock (see EA pagg 1-9

to l-10). To addrcss tftrs" loi"ef,s, the Forest Setvice created the alteruatives described above'

Finding of No Signfficant lmPact

After considering the envirorunental effes'ts desctibed in the EA, I have determined that thpse

actions will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human environment considering the

ooorot and intensityof fipacs (40 CTR 1508.i7). tnus, an environmental inpact stat€m€nt

will not be ptepared. I base my findiag on the following;

!. Impacu that may be beneficial and advene. A sigficant efect may exist awr if the

Fidqal qgen€y believes ihat o, balance the efiea will b1 benefuial'

The analylis documenrcd in the EA did not i$utiry any individually or clmulatively

sipificait adverse short or long-term impacte$ resultirg from impleuentation of the

Selected Alternativc (see EA pages 3'l to 3'27)'

2. \'tre degree to which the proposed action ffeca nyblx leayn or safety' - r--r ^^r^&.
ttrere witl bc no siguificantkects on public health and safety, because stanclard salely

provisions will be ilcluded in the planbf operations. (see EA page 2-6).

3. IJnique chuacteristics of the geographic area such as prorimity to historic or caltural

resources. park lods, primefarmlands, iAtands, wili and scenic rivus, or ecologically

crttical areas.
Known cultural sites will be protected (see EA pzge3-23 to 3-]O. The project-will not

affect park hnas, ftine farniand wildand sceniJrivers or ecologically qg"+ T*
because these tani aesignadons are not within the vicitrity of the projest' Wetlands are

very limited in extent;thin the project area and are avoided by project design and

mitigtion (page 2-3 to 24 of the EA)-

4. The degree to which the fiects on the quulity of the human enwrownent are lilcely a be

highly controversial.
e-ra[rge of pubtic comments both zupporting antl objectiqq to the proposed action werc

receividthro"gno,'tthedevclopmeoibttttiJptop?itg#f VP#"-ispublic
3
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disagreement on the 
-value 

and effects of the proposed alternative, the analysis did notindicare anv effecrs o* are ueht;rJoil#oia (see EA pages g-t ro s-27).
t 

t",ffi?::,#:"*':ffi:Yh"#*s 
on the human etwironment are highry urrcertain

The effcce on the human 
";;;;;; of mining are nq1 highly rrncerrain and do notinvolve unique or rrntnown ri*a ffi;;esign_features and mitigation measures havebeen developed io eusure tn"t aau*"irl* to the human environment are reduced oreliminated (see EA page 2-6).

6' The degree to which the action may establish a precedentforfuture actions w*hsigni/icant effects or rqretertts a decision in principre about afuture constderation.The Setected Artu*uti* *iri;r;;;;;;;"d""r ro, firtur 
""rii* *tl sipificanteffects' The serected eftcmative ii;i;i;.{ ,o the Dove_creek euarry anarlnis areaand ftturc proposed actions would be *ffi to site-specific anarysis and implerne,ntationwould hinge on that anrtysis.

7' whether the action 
.is 

relared to other actions with.individuaily insignificant impacts butcamurativerv significant impacts iierri"nu 
^ir,, f it x riioiii'le ro anticipate 4cumulatively signiJicant inpact on ti"i"ior unt. slgnifu"on""iiinot be avoided byterming an acfion tenprorary or by breaking it down iito'"^ott 

"iiporent 
pqrts.The serected Arternadve *iri i"t t:"*ri. ,i, "*in#, "ffir"irllm* (see EApages 3-26 to 3-30).

8' rrte degree to which the-.action may advercely afeca districts, sites, higtrways, stnlctures,or obiects lkted in o1 
lretttefol iittiiiin iu Noti"nar Register of Historic ptaces ormay cause loss or desmrction of signiicon;"cientific, cultural or hisaieal resources.rhe action wiu have 

"o "igr,ir;;r'"jvilaq:r i;rlg;;jCtish*"yr, sh.r*ures,or objecrs listed in.::r-r?.bt" fo:.firrr1q; ,h; {4ona Register of Historic ptaces,because hown heritage sites will 
"oiEJ 6r"" re page ?). The utah state Historic

f;flffifi" office di-<l no' *"-*i"i?)kr,""losi"di";-;;on (project record

9' The degree to which thl action may advesery qfea-an endangered or threatened speciesor i*.habilat that has been aetern-ini ir"'criticar unao the Endangered gpeci* Act of
The biological assessmenJprepared for this pdect describes fiodings for threatened andendangsred species. a .to erece' cai; ffi;f"ff;;;;i"i'*o*"*ospecies (projec record aoou_unii.

l0' wether the action rhreatew a viorarion of Federal, state, or locar raws or requirements
lytosd.for .the 

pro,ecfion 
"f 

*" iir#*i.
rne proJect rs desiped to meet all appricable Federar, statg and rocal laws.
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Findings Required by Other Laws and Regutations
My decision is coruistent with the intent of the Forest plitn,s goals nnd objectives for Mineralsand Geology listed on page m+8 of the For"t prrn. The project was designed in confonmancewith Forcst pran stanasdi .oa i"."rp"t"L"r ippropnate Forest plan guiderines.

lmplementation Date

If no appeal is fitd' impleurenation of this decision may begin oq but not before 5 b,'sinessdavs fottowing tne cr"se 
"frh. "pp;:'fi;s;;od rf ; r6il; fi;, imprernentario,n mayoccur oD' but not before, the tsth'busiouo:auTrouowing the daie of appear dispositiou.

Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities
This decision is subiect to appeal purnrant to 35 cFR 2r5. An appeal may bo fiIed by those whohavE submitted nrbJtantive dt ilil tfr."p.i."t aoiog n"'.im-ou period. To arpeal thisdecisio4 a nryitten Notig 

"f 
AppJ;ffi t ol**n* or received wifiin 4s calendar davsaftcr the date of notice ortrri" a'iirioiil o" iLr-H"ws newspaper, Twin Falrs, Idaho. itispublication date is fte exclusi".;;;s-iolJ"r"ur"ri"g 

trre tine iohte an appcar. Those wishingto file an appear should *t t"rv 
"poiJ"ir i"-ia"a by any other source.

The Nodce of Appeal must be seut to &e Appeal Decidirg Officen

USDA - Forest Service

ff$.* apeol Decidiug Officer
324 2Sn Street
Ogden, UT 8440t

[iil:1il 
jf r"',t#'"HHy:1if"'ffi""y,',?i;*::Hffif S?ft,ffi #;compatible with Microsoft-oq;rto[;;*ii", rp.porr-intermm-regionar-offc@fs.fed.us;or hand delivered benv"?lft! no*i lr aodrl. *a 4:30 p_.m., Monday tbrough Friday orceptlegal holidays ar Federar_Buldirg, 3t;;; iilt or*n, trr.' conteJs of an appear musrmeet the requirements of :e CfnTf S.i+.-

Contact
For additionat in'formation conceming this deeision or the Forest Service ap,peal procslls, contact:
Steve Flock
Minidolca Rangpr Disrrict
3650 OverlandAvemre
Burley,ID E33lg
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The U.S. Departrnent of Agriculture (usDA) prohibits <tiscrimination in alt its
programs and activi{es on tha basis of race, color, national origin, gender' re]iS'lon.

igel Ob"Uility, polatical beliefs, sexual odentation, or maritat or family status. (Not all

Piohibited biiis apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who rcquire
altemative means for lommunication of program information (Braille' lgrye print'

audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202') 720'-2600 (-v9ice

and TDb). To 1i]e a comphint of discrimination, write USOA' Dlrcs-tor, Office sf Civil

Righs, Room 32ew, ift/hitten Building, 14th and lndependence Avenye, SW,
W-shington. DC 20250-9410 or call (2021 72ol59f,4 (voice and TDD)' USDA ie an
equal opponunity provider and employer-


